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OBJECT. 

The object of the League is the investiga¬ 
tion and improvement of municipal conditions 
and public affairs in the city of Colorado 
Springs. 

POLICY. 

All action of this League shall be distinctly 
non-partisan, and the League shall, under no 
circumstances, identify itself at any time, 
with any political party. 

OFFICERS. 

Mrs. B. W. Fowler, President. 

Mrs. L. T. Gray, First Vice-President. 

Mrs. G. I. Finley, Second Vice-President. 
Mrs. G. A. Boyd, Third Vice-President. 

Dr. C. E. Spencer, Secretary. 

Mrs. C. B. Peabody, Corresponding Secretary. 
Mrs. H. W. Curtis, Treasurer. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The Executive Committee is composed of 
officers of the League and three members at 
large: 

Mrs. M. M. Sinton. 

Mrs. Robert Kerr. 

Mrs. Van den Arend. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Council Proceedings— Mrs. Kerr. 

Bulletin—M rs. Sturgis. 

Public Heauth and Sanitation— 

Schools—M rs. Finlay. 

Juvenile Aid—Miss Torrence. 

Amusement and Playgrounds— 

The work of each Committee is entrusted 
to its appointed Chairman, who is authorized 
to claim assistance from any member of the 
League, who is able and willing to give it. 
On application to the chairman of a commit¬ 
tee the time and place of its meeting will be 
furnished. The members of the League will 
find that our public officials will show them 
every courtesy in furthering opportunities for 
carrying on their work. 


EDITORIAL. 

In Colorado, there are few persons, surviv¬ 
ing from an earlier civilization, who will refuse 
to consider Mrs. Boyd’s candidacy for the post 
of City Commissioner because she is a woman. 
Let us then pass on to the point of view of 
those who will vote for her because she is a 
woman. 

These people recognize that the hour has 
struck when the human race must act as a 
unit if it is to save the civilization of our 
day from failure and destruction—that to this 
end, all human effort must combine and that 
we cannot afford to do without the special 
qualifications which women can contribute in 
building up the common weal. 

We cannot afford to be blind to all that is 
passing in the world about us. The voters 
of Colorado Springs are not called on to try 
some new and dangerous experiment. In 
numberless instances, where they have been 
given the opportunity, women have proved that 
they can hold office with energy, ability and 
discretion—that they possess in a marked de¬ 
gree conscience, as well as common sense. 

Prof. Albert Bushnell Hart of Harvard 
University, who made one of the most tell¬ 
ing speeches at the legislative hearing on 
Woman Suffrage in Boston lately, and whose 
conversion was completed by a recent visit to 
Colorado and California, testified that in near- 
! v 30 years of college teaching, he had found 
neither male mind nor female mind, that the 
logical processes of both sexes were the same! 

Eucken, the modern German philosopher, 
urges that we need to correct the remarkable 
present day expansion in material directions, 
by a deepening of our spiritual forces, if we 
are to secure anything worthy of being called 
“life” as a whole. How shall we reach this 
desired balance in our affairs, if we persist 
in suppressing the more idealistic, the more 
humane, conservative and social instincts of 
the woman half of the race? 

In the civil war, for it is nothing less, which 
is being waged in England at the present 
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moment, because the constitutionally expressed 
demand of the women, for the common right 
of citizenship, was met on the part of the 
government by an or ganized treache ry and 
brutality incon ceiva ble in a professedly civil¬ 
ized country, tl;e colors carried by the mili¬ 
tant women are white, purple and green. White 
for purity in private and public life (for these 
women are fighting for no selfish ends.) 

. . Green is the color of hope and of spring, and 

V^y^\iXT\speaks of the new hope that has entered the 
* world with the woman’s movement. Purple 
C X as ever y° ne knows, is the royal color. It 
stands for the royal blood that runs in the 
veins of every Suffragist, the instinct of free¬ 
dom and dignity. 

Sometimes when the women are speaking] 
in the east end of London, a man calls out( 
“Go home and do the washing.” The women 
patiently point out that other things need 
washing beside clothes—that politics, for in-' 
stance, are in a very dirty state, and need * 
women to go in and clean things up a little/ 
Or it is “Go home and mind the baby,” and 
the women reply that there are many weak 
and helpless in the world, crushed out of life 
and hope in our modern industrial processes, 
whom the women would raise and save if 
they could only get the chance. The conserva¬ 
tion of life is peculiarly the woman’s pro¬ 
vince in nature, and on the social side of our 
civilization we sorely need to utilize this 
faculty. 

In city affairs, the problems which con¬ 
front our commissioners are as familiar to 
the woman as to the man. They are prob¬ 
lems of social, moral and physical health and 
well being and of an economical and efficient 
administration of the common revenues. 

We believe that Mrs. Boyd is well able 
to take her part in solving these problems. 
That she would bring to bear on them a study 
as intelligent as it would be conscientious and 
untiring. We know that she could never be 
deflected from her duty to the citizens by any 
personal or party consideration whatever and 
~ kt 7s on these grounds Tputting the question 

L sex aside altogether) that we urge her 

or claim on the voters, as one who is thoroughly 
\ capable and well qualified to fill the office of 

vTi/f' " commissioner. 

BERTHA W. FOWLER. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
LEAGUE, 1912-1913. 

A general review of the fourth year of the 
Civic League reveals two important facts, first 
that the work done has been the result of 
energy put forth by but few individuals; sec¬ 
ond, that nevertheless and in spite of this ap¬ 
parently discouraging circumstance, there has 
been a distinct increase in the interest of the 
entire membership in the problems of gov¬ 
ernment and its relation to the social, economic 
and personal life of the community. 

It is as if the spirit of democracy were 
breathing upon the dry bones of our afore¬ 
time smug complacency and awakening us 
to new life. 

Throughout the world, mighty forces are at 
work, the consequence of industrial and so¬ 
cial injustice, and of inhuman indifference to 
the human appeal that -tfhese wrongs skall be I 
righted.—- >rhr>/KA XJkfj Y 

Vice is a controlling social and economic 
factor, exacting its annual tribute of human 
life, the good and the bad, the>ijust and^Uhe P y a 
unjust alike subject to its sway.(jbwj5Mi^ >rOL/ 

By r eason of these thi ngs men and women 
everywhere are demanding for women equal 
power with men to meet and change the con¬ 
ditions. 

Careful study of the causes, the laws and 
the institutions under which this state of af¬ 
fairs exists must be made, and there must be 
new laws, new institutions, and, if need be, 
new systems of society, should the old prove 
inadequate to modern life with its manifold 
material developments. 

No less a power than the whole of human 
wisdom and strength can achieve so vast an 
end. Neither man nor woman can act alone. I 

This League, therefore, in its attempt to 
investigate and improve municipal conditions 
and public affairs in the city of Colorado 
Springs, is but a part of the great human 
striving for life, that it may be more abun¬ 
dant. 

The success of the organization depends 
upon the extent to which individual members 
realize this fact, and seek to render concrete 
service. 

Fifty-five new members have been added 
during the year, making a total membership 
to date of one hundred-and eighty-five. 

Ten regular meetings of the League have 
been held during the year; since September, 

1912, through the courtesy of the Mayor and 
City Commissioners, in the Council Chamber 
of the City Hall. 

The Executive Committee has met regu¬ 
larly each month, failing but once of a quo¬ 
rum; and holding one special meeting to con¬ 
sider the matter of the municipal flag, and 
the answers to questions on health and sani¬ 
tation propounded by Dr. Hanford on be¬ 
half of the Chamber of Commerce. 

In April, 1912, the revised Constitution, as 
presented by the Committee on Revision, Mrs 


x 


George I. Finlay, chairman, and accepted by 
the Executive Committee, was adopted with 
certain amendments, and the first annual elec¬ 
tion under this Constitution took place Febru¬ 
ary 14, 1913. 

In September, 1912, an invitation to join 
the Colorado Federation of Women’s Clubs 
was presented for action in the Executive 
Committee. 

The President ruled that this matter, under 
the Constitution of the League, could not be 
considered, this League not being a woman’s 
club. 

The work of the League is accomplished 
through Standing and Special Committees in 
cooperation with the Executive Committee. 
These committees report as follows: 

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS. 

Mrs. Robert Kerr, Chairman. 

The Council Proceedings Committee has at¬ 
tended the council meetings at the City Hall 
during the past year, and though'' the per¬ 
sonnel of the Committee has been changed at 
times, owing to the occasional absences of the 
U/U4/Q regular members, the work has gone on sat¬ 
isfactorily. The Committee composed of Mrs. 
Sturgis, Dr. Spencer and Mrs. Kerr, chair¬ 
man, are" indebted to Mrs. L. T. Gray, Mrs. 
L. P. Guion, Mrs. William H. Evans, Miss 
Aiken and Mrs. Taft for help in times of 
need. 

Upon recommendation of this committee 
to the League, our place of meeting was 
changed to the City Hall, and we have no 
reason to regret the change. The City Hall 
seems a fit meeting place for an organization 
which is devoted to the investigation and im¬ 
provement of municipal affairs. 

Through the efforts of this committee, the 
League formally presented to the City Coun- 
I cil, a request that Cheyenne Avenue be kept 
open to vehicles and foot passengers as urged 
'in the plan of Charles Mulford Robinson. 

A public meeting was called by the City 
Council at which many members of the League 
and other citizens were present. Later the 
Council passed an ordinance leaving open a 
fifty-foot roadway. 

It is worthy of note, that the presence of a 
number of citizens in the Council Chamber 
lends strength to any measure which they 
advocate. 

Upon recommendation of the Council Pro¬ 
ceedings Committee, the following proposed 
amendments and ordinances were supported 
by the League, and a request made to the 
Council on January 29, 1913, for their enact- 
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.mendment providing for Preferen¬ 
tial Voting. 

(2) t Amendment providing for __the elec- 


(4) An ordinance providing for a rental/ 
on the poles and wires of all public utilities 
using our streets. 

The following Auxiliary Committee has 
been appointed to assist the Council Proceed¬ 
ings Committee: Mrs. H. C. Hall, Mrs. A. N. 
Tah, Mrs. L. P. Guion, and Mrs. William H. 
Evans. 

BULLETIN. 

Mrs. W. C. Sturgis, Chairman. 

The Bulletin Committee published issues in 
April, July, October and December. 

Articles appearing in the Bulletin upon sub¬ 
jects which have since aroused public inter¬ 
est are as follows: 

Report of the Juvenile Aid Committee on 
the need of the regulation of Public Dance 
Halls. April, 1912. 

A full report of a special committee on 
Public Health and Sanitation with recom¬ 
mendations for the employment by the city 
of an expert health physician who shall de¬ 
vote his entire time to the work with pro¬ 
vision for adequate inspection in all depart¬ 
ments of health. July, 1912. 

A plan for the development of Prospect 
Lake. October, 1912. 

A communication from the Mayor to the 
League explaining the Budget as announced. 
December, 1912. 

A report on garbage disposal made by the 
agent of the Associated Charities and the 
Secretary of the League. December, 1912. 

There are one hundred and twenty-one 
subscribers to the Bulletin, eight of these 
being outside of the League membership. 

The Bulletin is sent by request to the Vale v 
University Library, the Survey, New Y ork 
"City, and to ML Charles Mulford Robinson 
of Rochester, New York. 

As it costs over eighty dollars to publish 
the four numbers, the publication is still par¬ 
tially dependent on the general treasury of 
the League. 

This year twenty-eight dollars were made 
by the sale of small municipal flags to help 
defray Bulletin expenses. 

It will thus be seen that further efforts on 
the part of the League are necessary to make 
the Bulletin self-supporting. 

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT. 

Miss Jessie Aiken, Chairman. 

Statistics gathered on the work of the Va¬ 
cant Lot Cultivation Association and on gar¬ 
dens for school children. 

Efforts have been made to secure the en¬ 
forcement of the ordinance on weeds. 

Information gathered as to what other cities/? 
have done to exterminate the d ande lion. * 

Recreation available in Monument Valley 
Park considered. 

On Plant Exchange day, over eighty persons 


HU/ tion of each commissioner to the office which j we re given shrubs, vines and other plants,- the 

kidea being to induce every one to beautify his 




he is to occupy. 


(3) Ordinance providing for a Permanent [property as much as possible. 






Efforts have been made to stop the ruth- 

"Tao (WawdAUi'O M-w 


J Citj^Planning Commission. 
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less taking up of trees—not to be re-planted. 

Efforts to lessen the bill-board evil. 

The work for a more attractive city is 
handicapped by these forms of civic ugliness, 
and the country made hideous by glaring ad¬ 
vertisements on rocks and trees. 

The smoke nuisance has been studied, but 
further work here is necessary. 

SCHOOLS. 

Mrs. George I. Finlay, Chairman. 

The work of the School Committee, under 
the chairmanship of Mrs. Charles Pelta and 
Mrs. H. McGarry from January, 1912, to Sep¬ 
tember of that year is embodied in the report 
on the physical condition of the schools now 
on file with the secretary of the League. A 
summary of the report was submitted to the 
League at its October meeting. 

Since September, 1912, the School Com¬ 
mittee has been at work on the study of the 
most approved methods of school adminis¬ 
tration. Letters were written to school su¬ 
perintendents, commissioners of education and 
pedagogical experts asking for information 
and advice on general and special phases of 
modern administration. School superintend¬ 
ents without exception either failed to answer 
or forwarded courses of study. From deans 
of educational departments both east and 
west, a valuable bibliography has been ob¬ 
tained, and every such courtesy was promptly 
acknowledged. 

Unfortunately neither the public library nor 
the Colburn is equipped to enable us to more 
than scratch the surface of the rich field 
suggested to us. Moreover, the committee 
has been handicapped by the illness or dis¬ 
ability of its regular members. In this emerg¬ 
ency the chairman called on members of the 
League not members of the committee, and 
on outsiders interested in education to help 
in the work of summarizing for the use of 
the chairman such literature as we have been 
able to obtain. Thanks are especially due to 
Mrs. Florian Caiori w ho made an admirable 
digest^ of a standard work of six hundred 
pages. To facilitate the work, a member of 
the committee, Mrs. D. P. Mayhew, has con¬ 
tributed two books""as "the nucleus of a col¬ 
lection on the subject of school administration 
which the committee has set about securing. 
It is hoped that by making these books easily 
accessible to League members, a general read¬ 
ing on the subject of education may ensue. 

JUVENILE AID. 

Mrs. Wood F. Worcester, Chairman, 
until September, 1912. 

The work of the Juvenile Aid Committee 
was largely of an investigating character. 

Regularly appointed members of the com¬ 
mittee were in attendance at all hearings in 
the Juvenile Court. 

An investigation was made into the causes 
of juvenile delinquency. A complete list of 
all the boys and girls who were committed to 


the state institutions by the Juvenile Court 
during the preceeding year was obtained. 

Visits were made to the homes of each of 
these children with a view to obtaining a 
clearer insight into the environment of the 
child. With one exception the home condi¬ 
tions were not such as in themselves would 
have contributed to juvenile delinquency. The 
chief factor was found to be the absence of 
legitimate forms of recreation in Colorado 
Springs. Every girl who had been committed 
to Morrison had been a frequenter of Rob¬ 
bins 7 Dance~Hall . It was the discovery of~this 
Iasi tact, that led the committee to make a 
preliminary investigation into the dance halls 
in the city. The completed investigation was 
not made until the last autumn. The results 
have already been given publicity. 

The policy of the Juvenile Court seemed to 
be not to commit girls until a character for 
badness had been fully established; but the 
mechanism which deals with delinquency op¬ 
erating either through the home or through 
an institution should be interposed early 
enough to be preventive. If the facilities for 
effective treatment are lacking in the home 
or the community, the institution offers the 
only substitute. 

The state institutions to which delinquents 
are committed were investigated. 

The Boys' Industrial School at Golden was 
found to be a splendid educational institution. 
The boys are taught trades in a practical 
way. The absence of bolts and bars deprived 
the school of any suggestion of a penal in¬ 
stitution. In striking contract every win¬ 
dow was barred at the Girls’ Industrial School 
at Morrison. The girls are trained for the 
one thing, domestic service. 

But modern industrial conditions throw 
girls as well as boys into the industrial field. 
It would be practical, therefore, to enlarge 
the educational facilities at Morrison along 
the lines of the recently established trade 
schools for girls. 

The investigation made by the United- States 
government into the relation of employment 
to juvenile delinquency points to the fact 
that the largest number of prostitutes and 
juvenile delinquents are recruited from do¬ 
mestic service, which lends additional strength 
to the argument that girls should be trained 
for something beyond domestic service. 

The study of our own young people, there¬ 
fore, has shown here, as elsewhere, the im¬ 
portance of industrial training on the one 
side and the immediate need in Colorado 
Springs for abundant opportunity for super¬ 
vised recreation and amusement such as is 
furnished in other communities by play¬ 
grounds, social centers and social settlements. 

Under Mrs. Thoron, between the months of 
September and January, the committee visited: 

(1) The County Jail. 

The conditions found there bore out the 
statement laid down by the district attorney 
as a major premise, “There is no good jail.” 
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No remedy can be suggested until further 
study is made. > 

(2) Girls’ Industrial School at Morrison, 
Colorado. 

The school Is beautifully clean, the food 
wholesome, the training for domestic service 
thorough and adequate. The school compares 
favorably with similar institutions, one in 
New York, and one in Massachusetts. 

(3) Florence Crittenden Home, Denver. 

This institution renders a great service to 

society in the excellent work it is doing in 
its own department. Here girls who have 
erred through ignorance, wilfulness, or the 
pressure of circumstance may be brought 
back into normal social relations. 

In addition to the above, the problem of a 
satisfactory Detention Home for Colorado 
Springs was carefully considered. Until re¬ 
cently, there har. been no adequate place in 
which to detain minors while awaiting the 
decision of the Juvenile Court, but steps are 
now being taken to remedy this condition. 

HYGIENE. 

Dr. Josephine Peavey, Chairman. 



During the year twenty-five talks have been 
given at the parents’ meeting of the different 
schools. 

Dr. Edward Jackson, of Denver, gave a 
public lecture in the Unitarian Church on 
medical inspection in the public schools. 

It is hoped that the series of lectures by 
Dr. Agnes Ditson of Denver, on the subject 
of sex and its problems has accomplished 
much. 

The attendance was most gratifying and a 
good beginning has been made in the solu¬ 
tion of the problem of education in sex. 

This subject is occupying the attention of 
educators and social workers everywhere. 
Such men as Felix Adler, Dr. Prince Mo rrow. 
D r. Charles Pho t ~5fld H avelocFHEl lis. are 

riting and speaking on the subject of sex 
'education. They realize the necessity for 
such instructio n and are trying to answer 
the question as to how and where the in¬ 
struction shall be given. 

CITY PLANNING. 



Mrs. W. C. Sturgis, Chairman. 

The City Planning Committee of the League 
was enlarged by the addition of interested 
citizens representing all parts of the city, the 
Commissioner of Public Works and Property 
being a member ex-officio. 

Six meetings have been held. 

Mr. Charles Mulford Robinson, civic* arch¬ 
itect, discussed with this committee details of 
the City Plan, and expressed himself much 
pleased with the cordial reception given him 
and the interest shown in his work for us. 


A copy of Mr. Robinson’s manuscript re¬ 
port was sent to the City Planning Committee 
at the same time it was submitted to the De¬ 
partment of Public Works and Property. The 


commissioner of this department asked for 
and obtained the committee’s formal approval 
of this plan. 

Members of the Committee began at once 
to stand for the recommendations of the ex¬ 
pert in the controversy arising over the pro¬ 
posed closing of Cheyenne Avenue. The com¬ 
mittee met with the school board, and was 
represented at the public meeting in the City 
Hall, and spoke for the carrying out of the 
plan. A member of the committee spoke 
twice before the Hillside Improvement Society 
and at the Columbia and the Lowell Schools. 

The League approved a resolution of the 
committee, requesting the City Council to 
maintain Cheyenne Avenue open to foot pas¬ 
sengers and vehicles, and the Council so o* 
dained, curtailing the width of the roadway 
to fifty feet. As the city plan calls for a 
ninety-one-foot street, compromise was ap¬ 
parently unavoidable. 

The City Planning Committee were hosts at 
a reception given Mrs. Charles Perkins at the 
formal dedication of the tablet commemorating 
the gift by the Perkins’ family of the Garden 
of the Gods Jo the city. 

With the final publishing of the City Plan, 
the work of this City Planning Committee 
came to an end, its last act being a request 
to the Mayor that he appoint a permanent 
City Planning Commission to safeguard the 
provisions of the expert’s report and to stim¬ 
ulate interest in the city-’s development on 
orderly, consecutive and economical lines. 


SPECIAL CITY PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

Mrs. W. C. Sturgis, Chairman, 


Four meetings have been held. 

Correspondence with five cities, where per¬ 
manent City Planning Commissions exist and 
with citizens of experience in other com¬ 
munities was reported and considered in 
drafting the ordinance creating a City Plan¬ 
ning Commission. 

Legal advice was obtained to insure the ef¬ 
fectiveness of the ordinance. It was present¬ 
ed to the City Council on February 14, and 
passed by the~Mayor and Council at the .regu¬ 


lar meeting/on 

FLN 


[arch 14. 

COMMITTEE 


Mrs. I. Finlay, Chairman 



The committee organized April 22, 1912. 
Through the newspapers, the schools and a 
house to house canvass in every ward, the 
main facts about the danger of the fly to the 
community were placed before the public. 
Handbills and posters giving information in 
a condensed form were widely distributed, 
and through the cooperation of the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health, an ordinance was 
passed requiring the screening of manure piles. 

A very general interest in the fly as a 
disease carrier, was awakened and this should 
be used as the basis of a town-wide program 
for its extermination. 

What so large a city as Cleveland has ac- 
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complished, should not be beyond the powers 
of Colorado Springs. 

The Executive Committee has postponed 
until further study of Mr. Robinson’s plan 
shall be made, the consideration of a Union 
Depot, which matter was brought before the 
League by M r E. T. Ensign, chairman of the 
Union Depot Commission. 

The proposed ordinance to secure one day 
of rest in seven was presented before the, 
reague by the Rev. Dr. Hutchinson, D 
ranklin, Mr. Dunbar Carpenter, and City At- 
/ X// torney Charles L. McKesson—but no action 
\f was taken. 

1 A League meeting, open to the public, was 
addressed by Judge Lindsey and Mr. Eisler 
upon initiative measures to be submitted to 
the people in the November election, pro¬ 
vided sufficient signatures could be obtained. 
A discussion followed, and an opportunity to 
sign was given to any who so desired. 

The report on Dance Halls has led to the 
passage of a resolution by the City Council, 
establishing a “Recreation and Amusement 
Commission for the City of Colorado Springs,’* 
from which action good results are to be an¬ 
ticipated. The Executive Committee has ap¬ 
pointed Mrs. George I. Finlay to represent 
the League on this Commission. 

In the coming year, it is hoped that the 
members of the League may be yet more 
alive to their civic obligations and more effi¬ 
cient in the investigation and attempted im¬ 
provement of municipal conditions and pub¬ 
lic affairs in the City of Colorado Springs. 

CAROLINE E. SPENCER, 
Secretary. 



Ordinances to come before the people at 
the election: 

REFUNDING OF BONDS. 

This is a necessary measure in the judg¬ 
ment of the city’s best counsellors , so it will 
be well not to hamper the ettorts to put our 
finances on a secure basis. 

IRE DEPARTMENT BOND OF $20,000. 

alf of this sum is for automobiles to haul 
.equipment, finishing the stations which are 
not yet furnished with automobile service. 
The rest is for interest and for the estab¬ 
lishing of a new system of fire alarm in the 
north end. It is questionable whether we 
need these things at present as much as some 
other improvements. 

ORDINANCE TO CLOSE CHEYENNE AVE. 

A diagonal road in a city of gridiron streets 
is well known to be an asset of great perma¬ 
nent value. Shall we give it away to a school 
which will be outgrown in twenty years? 

SUNDAY AMUSEMENT ORDINANCE. 

The Mayor and City Council have appoint¬ 
ed a Commission to study the whole subject 
of Amusements. Before its recommendations 


are presented to the Council, and the relation 
of Sunday recreation to one day’s rest in 
seven is thoroughly understood, it would be 
foolish to open the floodgates of commer¬ 
cialized amusement by the passing of such 
v an ordinance at this time. 

)RDINANCE FOR ONE DAY’S REST IN 
SEVEN. 

This ordinance as prepared has too many 
exceptions t o be conclusive. A law on this 
matter is very much needed but should be 
considered in its relation to Sunday amuse¬ 
ments before action is taken. 

AMENDMENT TO THE LIQUOR ORDI¬ 
NANCE ALLOWING INTOXICATING 
LIQUOR IN RESTAURANTS. 

The liquor interests are always out to in¬ 
crease their trade. But is their interest truly 
the city’s interest? 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER. 

Preferential Voting and election of Com¬ 
missioners to the offices they will fill. ^ 

By preferential voting it has been proved 
in other cities that the will of the peoplE is yT? 
more easily and economically expressed thayp 
by the present method. The other provision^ s* 
gives a better hope that we can obtain Com^ 
missioners who have knowledge and expe-;t C 
rience to bring to their special work. y* 

AMENDMENT TO ABOLISH THE SECOND^ ^ 
REGISTRATIONS IN PRECINCTS. 

This aims for the economy feature of the 
preferential voting amendment. Our second 
election cost the city at the last election eight 
dollars and thirteen cents per registered voter. 

If preferential voting does not carry, at least 
we should have this simple way of saving 
money put through. 

Chairman (pro tern) Council Proceedings. 



A STATEMENT FROM MRS. BOYD. 

Commissioners should be chosen for their 
qualifications as to honesty, economy, effi¬ 
ciency and ability rather than their service 
to political parties. They should have these 
qualities by all means but they may also pos¬ 
sess imagination sufficient to conceive the 
greater problems of justice, health, beauty and 
morality. 

Public health should be protected by mod¬ 
ern sanitary methods, such as medical in¬ 
spection of schools, registration of contagious 
diseases, isolation of infection, fumigation of 
infected premises, s,afe disposal of garbage 
and care of food on market. 

Public safety has more to do with prob¬ 
lems of intemperance, gambling and pros¬ 
titution than with theft and murder. The po¬ 
lice department should be divorced from the 
commercialized vicious fo/ces of a city. 

The building of a city should be after a 
plan that has a vision of its future develop- 
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ment. There is a growing sentiment in the 
minds of many women that power to act is 
necessary as well as power to request if their 
newer ideals of justice shall ever prevail. 

Caroline Bartlett, of Kalamazoo, had to go 
on the street with her corps of workers in 
order to convince that city that the streets 
could be kept clean. 

Miss Roche, of Denver, is now demonstrat¬ 
ing the value of supervision of amusements 
as well as the effect of police power in the 
hands of a woman. She may censor films, 
arrest offenders and close dance halls, but 
what is still better she is winning respect for 
law by teaching its purpose to those who 
otherwise might be offenders. 

JENNY SHELLEY BOYD, 
Candidate for City Commissioner. 


PREFERENTIAL VOTING. 

In a government by universal suffrage, elec¬ 
tive public officials should be the choice as 
nearly as possible of a majority of the vot¬ 
ers. It would be absurd to elect a saloon 
candidate as Mayor to enforce an ordinance, 
adopted by the people, making a town “dry.” 
It is therefore axiomatic that only those 
public officials should be elected who believe 
in the policies supported by a majority of 
the voters. The preferential system of vot- 
, v % ing comes neare r to accomplishing this re- 
/ *4^!/s ult than any other system of voting known. 

The framers of our City Charter thought 
they had attained majority rule when they 
adopted the dual election plan, which is briefly 
as follows : At the first election, only those 
candidates receiving a majority of the vote 
cast are elected. If there is any office for 
which no candidate receives a majority, then 
there is a second election from which all 
candidates, except the two receiving the high¬ 
est votes at the first election, are eliminated. 
The one who receives the highest vote at the 
second election is elected. But such a candi- 
Kdate is necessarily a minority candidate for 
if he had been the candidate of the majority 
he would have been elected the first time. To 
say that the man finally chosen at the second 
election, when the choice is limited to two, is 
a majority candidate is to ignore the fact 
that voters are here given only a “Hobson’s 
Choice .” * 

lEe disadvantages of our present system 
are : 

1 Two elections double the expenses, 

(a) of the City, 

(b) of the candidates. 

2 2. Experience shows that the voters lose 
p interest after the first election, and that a 
much smaller vo^e is cast at the second elec¬ 
tion. 

An obvious explanation for this fact is that 
those who supported a candidate who has been 
dropped often do not care to support either of 



the two highest candidates, and accordingly 
they do not vote at the second election. 

3. A candidate who ran third can often 
choose which of the two successful candidates 
shall be elected by throwing his influence to 
one or the other. Such support is usually ac¬ 
corded more from pique to one of the suc¬ 
cessful two than on account of the merits of 
the candidates. 

4. A candidate of a special interest is 
very likely to be one of the two highest at 
the first election, for 

(a) He has an organization behind 
him, and the vote it can influence is 
concentrated on him. 

(b) Other candidates, having no par¬ 
ticular backing, divide the votes of the 
anti-special interest citizens. 

5. The two highest men may be and often 
are the choice of a very small minority, for 
example: Suppose five candidates for Mayor 
and five thousand votes cast at the first elec¬ 
tion. The votes may be so evenly distributed 
that each candidate receives approximately one 
thousand votes. Then A, who has one thou¬ 
sand and two votes, and B, who has one thou¬ 
sand and one votes are the sole candidates at 
the second election; C, D and E, who have 
nine hundred ninety-nine votes each being 
eliminated. The final result is that either A or 
B, who are the choices of only one-fifth of 
the voters-, gets the office. The final winner is 
often nothing more than the less objectionable 
of two candidates, neither of who m could get j f 
a majority of the votes . There are other valid 
objections to our present system, which lack 
of space forbids taking up here. 

The preferential system is very simple. 
There are three columns on the ballot after 
the name of each candidate. In the first 
column you vote for the candidate who is 
your first choice, in the second column, for 
your second choice, in the third, for all your 
other choices, as many as you wish. If, when 
the ballots are counted, one candidate has 
received a majority of the first choice votes, 
he is thereby elected, and second and other 
choices are not counted. But if no candi¬ 
date receives "a majority of first choice 
votes, the second choice votes for each can¬ 
didate are added to his first choice votes, and 
if one candidate gets a majority of the first 
and second choice votes he is elected. But 
if there is still no candidate having a majority, 
the other-choice votes of each candidate are 
added to his first and second choice votes, 
and the candidate who receives the highest 
number of all the choices added together, 
whether or not a majority, is elected. 

The advantages of the preferential voting 
are: 

1. It eliminates a second election, thus 
saving expense both to the City and to the 
candidates. 

2. It shortens the campaign, and, by mak- 
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ing the one election final, attracts greater 
public attention, and a larger vote. 

3. By enabling the voter to vote for sev¬ 
eral candidates it tends to an examination by 
the voter of the merits of all the candidates. 

1 4. You first choice is likely to be deter¬ 
mined by friendship to the candidate. Your 
J \ <7 second and other choices are likely to be de- 

,p^VMermined by the merits of the candidates, and 
I - 1 ^Jthus the candidate receiving the highest num- 
^ VtfYJ^er of other choice votes is likely to be the 
man whom the voters prefer because of his 
qualifications. 

5. When there is a matter of public policy 
_ upon which the candidates are divided, you 

will naturally vote for all the candidates who 
support your side. For example; if the ques¬ 
tion is of municipal ownership, and there are 
five candidates for Mayor in favor and five 
against municipal ownership, you will vote 
for the five who support the side you are on. 
By so doing, you are not merely voting in 
favor of your candidate, but you are voting 
against those on the other side. For your 
vote is bound to count, and one of the can¬ 
didates who is on that side of the question 
supported by a majority of the citizens will 
win—which is as it should be. Under our 
present system, it is easily possible to elect 
a man who is against the views of the ma¬ 
jority; for example, suppose that there are 
two candidates, A and B, against municipal 
' ownership and five, V, W, X, Y and Z for 
it; that 4,000 voters are against municipal 
ownership and 6,000 for it; that A and B di¬ 
vide the anti-vote, each receiving 2,000 votes, 
and V. W. X, Y and Z split the 6,0000 votes, 
each receiving less than 2,000; then at the 
final election the 6,000 municipal ownership 
voters, if they go to the polls at all, must 
either write the name of a municipal owner¬ 
ship candidate on the ballot—and it would be 
impossible to get many voters to unite on 
one man and write his name in,—or vote for 
either A or B, both of whom oppose munici¬ 
pal ownership. So the wishes of 6,000 voters, 
a majority, would, bejxli^rejarded. 

It is a common^'KWra political machine 
or a boss, or a special interest to get a large 
number of candidates to run on the other side, 
with the object of splitting the vote of their 
opponents. Under the preferential system, 
i4,000 votes would be cast for A and B, 2,000 
for each on first choice and 2,000 for each 
on second choice—there being no third choice 
candidate for those against municipal owner¬ 
ship. And 6,000 votes would be cast for V, 
W, X, Y and Z; so that ex hypothesi a ma¬ 
jority favoring municipal ownership, no mat¬ 
ter how the vote was divided among these 
five, one of them having the views of the 
majority would necessarily be elected. This 
system permits the voters who believe alike 
on certain vital principles automatically to 
group themselves behind the candidates who 
best reflect them thus achieving a real 



majority election and defeating the generally 
vicious and always highly organized minority. 

There will always be a majority of the 
voters behind the winner, unless the list of 
nominees contains no one who can command 
a majority. Then we have the next best thing 
and the best possible with that list of nomi¬ 
nees, a successful candidate who has the 
greatest number of voters behind him. 

DUNBAR CARPENTER . 

-* k .1 

SCHOOL NOTES. ( 

On May 5 the terms of two members off the 
Board of Education expire. Judge Kinne^has 
served for ten years from 1903 to 1913, and 
Mr. Eubank since 1910. Mr. Kinney since 
November has been judge of the County 
Court; and Mr. Eubank is a candidate for 
the office of city commissioner in the coming 
election. 

Who the successors of these directors shall 
be is a matter of much concern to the friends 
of the schools. It is hoped that the campaign 
will arouse a wide discussion of school issues, 
and that the candidates will state publicly 
their position on school questions of vital im¬ 
portance. An increasing lay element in the 
community is developing an intelligent inter¬ 
est in school problems, and the time is fast 
coming when a public knowledge of what is 
being done for our schools will be a powerful 
instrument in the furtherance of a progres¬ 
sive administrative policy. 


The movement for the use of school build¬ 
ings as social centers has grown apace sinceC 
last September. Amusement our young peo- 7 
pie are bound to have; and the community / 
must provide it, if it is alive to its duty of \ 
making good and happy citizens. Miss Roach, / 
inspector of amusements in Denver, addressed 
the Civic League at its March meeting. She 
was asked what could be done to stem the 
tide of doubtful attractions drawing boys and 
girls away from their homes. “Make each 
school the neighborhood center,” she replied, 
“and give dances, moving picture shows, lec¬ 
tures and the like in it. Fathers and mothers S 
are glad to go with their children when they 
get the chance, and when it does not mean 
long journeys into another part of town.” 


S 


V 


In 1904 an “open air recovery school” was 
started in Germany, and these schools have 
spread rapidly and steadily over Germany, 
France and England. Providence, R. I., took 
up the work in 1907, and it was followed by 
Boston, New York, Chicago and many other 
cities, but only after private agencies had first 
demonstrated at their own expense that life 
in the open air builds up the health of anemic 
and tubercular children, and at the same time 
improves their mental vigor and their school 
attendance. 








